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Congratulations to all of the students who graduated from Yomogita %
Elementary and Junior High School this year. ['ve really enjoyed you at
school. ' m happy I could see you all get your diplomas. [ wish you all
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In America, we usually don’ t have graduation ceremonies in elementary
or junior high school. But, high school graduation is an important event.
Graduates wear long gowns over their clothes. My high school’ s colors
are red and white, so the boys wear red gowns and the girls wear white.
When the graduates enter the ceremony, the band always plays “Pomp
and Circumstance.” Graduates wear flat, square caps with a tassel and a
charm showing the year. After the whole class gets their diplomas, we
throw our caps into the air to celebrate. Like in Japan, there are songs
and speeches by school officials, community members, and students.

High school graduation is usually in June, so most people have a
Graduation Party later in the summer. They invite friends, teachers, and
family members. The parties are often outside. They serve barbecue
or sandwiches and a big cake. It s traditional to give money to the
graduate to help them with college expenses.
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