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Last month, I had the chance to visit the Tamamatsu Taiko Group and
participate in one of their practice sessions. When I first saw the group perform
at the Yomogita Village Festival in September, | was impressed by how each
individual member's drumming combined into one unified song. After learning
a few bars of one of their songs and trying to play it myself, I felt even more
amazed. Even though they showed me how to play each section many times, I
couldn't move my hands the way I wanted to, and I had trouble keeping up with
the rhythm and counting how many beats were left before the pattern changed. I can't even imagine how much
practice and hard work it takes to learn how to perform even one song as perfectly as the Tamamatsu group
does. Even though it was difficult, it was also very fun and interesting, and I am grateful for everyone's patience
and warm hospitality. I am very happy that I was able to have a hands-on experience with one part of Japan's
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most wonderful music culture.
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