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When I was told that I was going to work in a small village in Aomori prefecture, I was very
surprised! I immediately asked Google where Yomogita Village was and tried to do as much &&@

research as I could about my new home.I was excited, but also very nervous. I was worried about 5

my new job, living by myself for the first time and figuring out Japanese work culture.My first
year was honestly very stressful. I spent a lot of time worrying about my role and performance at
work while trying to find a balance of living in a small village. But with the help of the people of
Yomogita, I was able to find that balance. Yomogita welcomed me with open arms and helped me
to find a new community to belong to.

Throughout the past 3 years, I have learned so much about the village, it's culture, traditions and
people. I've taken walking tours of the village, seen my students perform during village events
and eaten delicious Yomogita tomatoes. I feel so grateful for all of the adventures I have had and
even more grateful for all of the people that I have met along that way. The people are what have
made Yomogita such a wonderful place to live and teach in. I am humbled by your acceptance
of me and your willingness to teach and show me about the your home. And now I feel that your
home is my home too.I may be leaving, but Yomogita and it's people will always have a place in
my heart. [ will never forget the kindness and generosity this community has given me. So thank
you. Thank you for the opportunity to live and learn and be a part of your community. Thank you
for 3 years of friendships.Thank you Yomogita Village! I will definitely come back to the village
again. So this is not a "Goodbye"! Its a "See you soon"!See you soon Yomogita!
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