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At the end of September, I was invited to harvest rice with the 5th graders at
Yomogita Elementary School. Ever since I was young, ['ve enjoyed video games

. l °ofqf where you pretend to be a farmer. However, until I came to Yomogita, I had
yomogita n never even seen a farm in real life, much less worked on one. So, I was very
village excited to give it a try! Once I got used to holding the sickle, I was having so
much fun that I didn't want to stop, even though I was hot, sweaty, and tired. | " ;
——————— I had a great time harvesting rice, and judging by the cheerful smiles on the students’ faces as they worked
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together, everyone else did too! I never had the chance to participate in this kind of activity as a child, but I think
it's a very important experience to have. Even though it was only a couple of hours, I found a new appreciation
for the hard work behind every bite of food I eat, and I hope that the students did too. I think that the children
of Yomogita are very fortunate to have opportunities to learn about the world around them not only from a
textbook, but also by trying new things with their own hands.
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