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Though my time here was short, I have come to love Yomogita so very much. I love looking at the surrounding mountains
with their snow-covered caps in the winter. I loved the big open skies at night filled with stars I' d never been able to see
before. Most of all, I love the people of Yomogita who have made my time here so wonderful. I come from a big city, so
moving to the countryside was a big change for me in the beginning. However, the kindness and support of the Yomogita
community helped me quickly adjust and made me feel like I was really apart of the village. From being able to pick
tomatoes with the junior high students to learning the Yomogita village dance, I am so grateful to have been a part of life

here.
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I feel incredibly grateful for the opportunity to work apart of the Yomogita Elementary and Junior High School. The teachers
and staff at both schools are extremely hard working, passionate, and kind people whose love for the children shines through
in everything they do. I am honored that I have been able to work alongside them and learn so much from them. No matter
what problem I had, I knew I could always reach out and ask one of them for help. Yomogita is so very lucky to have such
amazing supportive teachers. Thanks to these wonderful teachers, I was able to have unique experiences here in the village
and also the opportunity to grow closer to the students which I am so thankful for. I was able to climb a local mountain,
clean the school with students, learn games that the students play and so much more. The way of life here is so different and
beautiful from anything I could have ever experiences in my childhood. I am so happy that the children are able to experience
things like planting rice and climbing local mountains to learn to appreciate the nature around them, as I have this year.
Along with great teachers and a supportive environment, so much learning is able to be done because of the students’
unending curiosity and hard work. They are always so eager to learn and approach every activity with great enthusiasm.
In addition to this, they are so kind and friendly. It has been a joy to work with them and see their growth and I only hope
that they will continue growing into the wonderful adults they will undoubtably become. I truly believe that the Yomogita’ s
future is bright with these amazing students. I am deeply saddened that my time here has been so short, but the memories I
have made here will always be near and dear to me. From the bottom of my heart, thank you Yomogita for everything. I will
carry you with me wherever I go.
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